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IN THE HIGH COURT OF AUSTRALIA 
SYDNEY REGISTRY  

 
BETWEEN: 

 
FARM TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL LTD 

(ACN 641 242 579) 
First Plaintiff 

CHRISTOPHER JAMES DELFORCE 
Second Plaintiff 

and 
STATE OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

Defendant  

NOTE OF THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
(INTERVENING) 

1. This note is in a form suitable for publication on the internet. 

2. During the hearing on 11 February 2022, the Court asked whether the Commonwealth 

regulates the slaughter of animals for export and the live export of animals. The answer 

to this question is “yes”. 

3. The Export Control Act 2020 (Cth) (the Act) regulates the export of goods, including 

animals and food, from Australian territory. Sections 28, 29 and 432 of the Act provide 

for the making of rules that prescribe kinds of goods and prohibit the export of prescribed 

goods unless conditions prescribed by the rules are complied with. 

4. Examples of rules that have been made under the Act include: 

4.1 in relation to the slaughter of animals for export — the Export Control (Meat and 

Meat Products) Rules 2021 (Cth) and the Export Control (Poultry Meat and Poultry 

Meat Products) Rules 2021 (Cth); and 

4.2 in relation to the live export of animals — the Export Control (Animals) Rules 2021 

(Cth). 

Dated: 18 February 2022 

 
Stephen Donaghue 
Solicitor-General of the  
Commonwealth 
T: (02) 6141 4139 
E: stephen.donaghue@ag.gov.au 

 
Thomas Wood 
T: (03) 9225 6078 
E: twood@vicbar.com.au 

 
Julia Wang 
T: (03) 9225 6439 
E: julia.wang@vicbar.com.au 

 

      Counsel for the Attorney-General of the Commonwealth 
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